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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Congress OKs funding for Muskegon energy center
The Michigan Alternative and Renewabie
Energy Research Center (MAREC) will
receive $250,000 from the federal government
to help support alternative energy research and
development.
The federal funding was approved by Congress
on November 18 . U.S . Rep. Pete Hoekstra,
R-Holland, said the money will help MAREC ,
operated by Grand Valley, lead efforts to
develop new technology and energy distribution systems to strengthen the nation's power
supply. Hoekstra and Michigan's congressional
delegation supported the appropriations act.
"This funding will help Grand Valley create a
model for how fuel cell technology can be
used efficiently as an alternative source of
power, which will help efforts to prevent
widespread power outages similar to what the
U .S. experienced this summer," Hoekstra said.
Imad Mahawili, executive director of
MAREC , said he was delighted with the
appropriation. He said the money will be used
for initiatives like researching ways to convert
biomass animal waste into methane and developing an education program for alternative
energy researchers.
MAREC's initial undertaking is the "Office

Across Campus
RMSC grant will aid area
science educators
The Regional Math and Science Center was
awarded a grant to fund a new program,
Building Science Leaders: Grade Level
Facilitators. The nearly $185,000 federal grant
allow the center to work intensively with the
Wyoming and West Ottawa public school
districts to improve science education.
"We are excited about continuing the ongoing
relationship that we have with these two
districts," said Karen Meyers , assistant
director of the Regional Math and Science
Center.

GRANDVALLEY
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Building of the
Future," a
40 ,000-squarefoot research and
business incubator facility. It will
be completely
energy self-sufficient, producing
its own electricity, hot water,
heating and air
conditioning. It
will combine
alternative energy technology
with cogeneraPhoto by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
tion and sales of
The Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Research Center received
electricity to a
federal funding to help support alternative energy research and developpublic utility as
ment.
"green" power, a
non-fossil fuel
"We appreciate Congressman Hoekstra's
generation that is environmentally friendly.
support of what will be a prototype for alternative energy technology research and developRather than supplying energy through a few
ment and a venture that will attract new
centralized power plants that transmit energy
businesses to the region," President Mark A.
through lines - which is believed to be a
Murray said. "MAREC is poised to establish
major reason for the blackouts this summer Michigan as a leader in the application of
in the distributed generation system, power
alternative energy technologies both throughwill be generated by fuel cells and other techout Michigan and the nation."
nologies for local use.

···--------------------------The award will fund an in-depth, two-year
program to develop the capacity of elementary-level teachers to effectively implement
science curriculum in West Ottawa and
Wyoming.

In each of the districts, two teachers will be
selected per elementary building . These programs will help teachers develop the skills,
knowledge , and attitudes necessary to help
other teachers and students make meaningful
gains in science interest, understanding , and
achievement.
The grant comes from the U.S. Department of
Education's Improving Teacher Quality com-

petitive grant program . The purpose of the
grant is to help increase the academic achievement of all students by helping schools and
school districts ensure that all teachers are
highly qualified to teach . This program builds
on the 2000-02 work of the Regional Math
and Science Center 's previous Eisenhower
Higher Education Grant, Building Science
Leaders, which developed building teacher
leaders in area school districts.
The program hopes to improve teaching quality and make students more motivated to learn
about science. Other benefits would include
improved performance on MEAP tests and
other standardized tests .
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Across Campus
CHS receives two
Neighborhood Business Awards

Computer majors compete in contest

Grand Valley's Cook-DeVos
Center for Health Sciences
received two awards at the 14th
annual Neighborhood Business
Awards. The ceremony, held
November 6 at DeVos Hall in
Grand Rapids, honored
individual businesses for
significant contributions to
their communities .
The Center for Health Sciences
received a first-place award for
Best New Construction.

The Cook-DeVos Center for Health
Sciences received two Neighborhood
Business Awards: for best new construction and best program in response
to a need.

"The most significant thing is that the people living in the neighborhoods
surrounding the center believed we were worthy of consideration," said
James Moyer, the project manager and director of Facilities Planning.
"It's an attractive piece of architecture. It invites people into it. Inside it's
extremely functional."
The parking shuttle received an award for Best Program in Response to
an Issue or Need. "I'm pleased that use of the shuttle by our students,
faculty and staff has worked as we had hoped, and that our neighbors
have embraced our moving to the hill," said Lisa Haynes, director of
operations for the Pew and regional campuses.

What's Ahead

Photo courtesy of Hugh McGuire

Students who competed in the computer programming
contest sponsored by the International Association for
Computer Machinery are pictured. Grand Valley entered
two teams, comprised of Karen Armantrout, Eric Maino,
Tom McRae, Erin Stoll, Drew Coltharp and Jeff Fuller.
Computer Science and Information Systems faculty members Hugh McGuire and Guenter Tusch coached the teams.
Grand Valley teams placed 48th and 94th out of the 128
teams participating.

···---------------------------

friends of those who battle HIV/ AIDS or have
lost loved ones.

Grand Valley marks
World Aids Day
"People who have been directly or indirectly
affected by AIDS can find a place to be
comforted," said Steven Lipnicki, coordinator
of Pew Campus Student Services, of World
AIDS Day.

The Allendale Campus will sponsor an event at
noon. A local woman will share her story of
how she became HIV positive and how it has
impacted her life and her family . The presentation will be held in the Pere Marquette Room in
the Kirkhof Center.

On December 1, events will take place around
the world similar to what is taking place at
Grand Valley. The university will host activities
to commemorate the victims, families and

The Pew Campus will host a community event,
associated with Healthy Kent 2010's World
AIDS Day commemoration. Lipnicki says local
speakers will talk about the progress and chal-

lenges of the disease and then a Jive broadcast
will be shown of Nelson Mandela from South
Africa. The event begins at 6 p.m. in
Loosemore Auditorium in the De Vos Center.
Activities will run until 10 p.m. and include
informational displays , quilt signature panel
and the broadcast of MTV's World AIDS Day.
HIV testing will also be offered using a new
test procedure that provides immediate results .
Free HIV testing will take place at Grand
Valley's Winter Hall, Room 108.

···--------------------------

FORUM

Conference room dedication

Volume 28, Number 17
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.
Fax: 616-331-2250 .
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online publication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick

GVNOW

Staff members enjoy lunch during the dedication of a conference room in Lake Michigan
Hall. The room was dedicated on November 10 in honor of Cecelia Brown, who died in 2001 .
Brown was Grand Valley's first accountant and worked for for 25 years, from 1962-87.

•
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Emergency closing policy
Grand Valley's emergency closing policy follows:
In evaluating whether or not to close for snowrelated reasons, the following criteria are used:
the ability of the university's road crews to
keep campus roads and parking lots cleared;
conditions of primary and secondary roads in
the area as reported by the State Police as well
as the Ottawa County Central Dispatch
Authority; weather reports regarding the track
of the storm and other conditions (icing,
thermal inversions , etc.).
Because commuting students, faculty and staff
come from such a broad geographic area, it is
extremely difficult to arrive at a decision that is
appropriate to each vicinity. Weather conditions
rarely are uniform throughout this large area.
There is no one decision that will satisfy everyone; however, a diligent effort is made to arrive
at a reasonable decision that considers the safety of students as well as their right to receive
instruction . Under no circumstances does Grand
Valley ask students, faculty or staff to assume
undue risk in traveling to class in inclement
weather.

be closed. When the decision is made to close
the main Northwestern Michigan College campus in Traverse City, GVSU's University Center
will also close.
Students, faculty and staff should assume the
university is open unless they hear otherwise on
radio or television.
Announcements of closing will be made over
the following area stations . For a more detailed
update on campus conditions and area roads,
tune to Grand Valley radio stations, WGVU-FM
88.5 and WGVU-AM 1480. Every effort will
be made to make the decision to close so that
the announcement can be made over the stations as early as possible, but no later than
6:30 a.m. for daytime classes, and 3 p.m . for
evening classes.
Television:
WGVK-TV Channel 52
WXMI-TV Channel 17 ,
42 & 58
WGVU-TV Channel 35
WWMT-TV Channel 3

Canceled: Classes and activities will not be
held. Employees are to report to work.
Closed: Only designated employees are to
report to work.
Grand Valley will close all or part of its operations only in case of extreme emergency caused
by impassible roads, restricted visibility, violent
weather, energy loss , or other conditions seriously endangering the health and safety of
students, faculty and staff. Normally the Pew
Campus will close only when the Allendale
Campus is closed .
The decision to close the Holland Meijer
Campus will be made taking into consideration
local weather conditions and decisions made by
other institutions in the immediate Holland
area. If the Allendale Campus is closed, the
Holland Meijer Campus is also closed. When
Muskegon Community College is closed,
GVSU 's Stevenson 's Center for Higher
Education and the Lake Michigan Center will

GVFaces

Radio:
WGVS-AM 850
WGVU-FM 88.5
WFGR-FM 98.7
WMUS-AM 1090
WGNB-FM 89 .3
WJQK-FM 99.1
WTKG-AM 1230
WCSG-FM 91.3
WTRV-FM 100.5
WWJQ-AM 1260

WBCT-FM 93.7
WSNX-FM 104.5
WKLQ-FM 94.5

WZZM- TV Channel I 3
WOTV-TV Channel 41

WOOD-AM 1300

WBBL-AM 1340

WOOD-TV Channel 8

No announcement is made when the university
is open. Definition of the words "canceled" and
"closed" as pertains to GVSU employees are
below:

WBFX-FM 101.3

WGHN-AM 1370
WMUS-FM 106 .9
WNWZ-AM 1410
WLHT-FM 95.7
WODJ-FM 107 .3

In the event that a closing would involve a
specified exam day, those exams affected would
be held on the next available day after the exam
week has concluded. For example, if a Tuesday
exam day were canceled, the next avai lable day
after the conclusion of the exam week would be
Saturday. If two exam days were affected , i.e.
Wednesday and Thursday, Wednesday's exam
would take place on Saturday and Thursday's
exam would be the following Monday.

Overnight Parking Restrictions:
Section 2.10, Resident Parking, of the campus
Traffic and Parking Ordinance states, no
overnight parking is permitted in any lot other
than residential lots except with permission of
the director of Public Safety Services.

WHTC-AM 1450
WVTI-FM 96.1
WGVU-AM 1480
WLAV-FM 96.9
WJNZ-AM 1680
WGRD-FM 97 .9

WGHN-FM 92.1

When classes are canceled, all staff are expected to report for work unless the closing
announcement indicates that only "essential
staff' need report . The following personnel are
considered essential and are expected to report:
Department of Public Safety Services
Faci lities Services
Food Service
Housing

Parking between the hours of 3-7 a.m. shall be
considered overnight parking. Also, parking
overnight in Lots B, D , J , Calder Residence,
GVA and Secchia and Winter Halls (resident
lots) shall require a "Reserved" resident permit
or a temporary resident permit issued by Public
Safety Services . During snow removal periods,
any vehicle found to be in violation of the
ordinance will be subject to impoundment.
Questions should be referred to xl3255.
Also, overnight parking is prohibited at the Pew
Campus, the Holland Meijer Campus and the
Lake Michigan Center except with permiss ion
of the Security Office at x 16677 .

···-------------------------

Habla Ud. espanol?

Wright designed the self-instructional materials
for the course, which include audio materials
and books .

''I'm very excited," said Wright, who has been
teaching Spanish at Grand Valley since 1991 .

Snow Closing During Final Exams:

WGVS-FM 95.3

"The course is already full with 24 employees
and there are 52 on a waiting list."

City leaders recognized a need to offer a Spanish
course to their employees so workers could better relate to people coming in for services. They
decided Grand Valley had the best to offer.

Unless Grand Valley is officially closed , faculty
members are expected to hold their classes as
usual. Individual faculty members who wish to
cancel a class or other event should do so only
with permission of their dean. In such cases,
faculty members are responsible for notifying
students for each class they teach. The media
will announce only complete closings, not cancelation of individual classes or events.

WOOD-FM 105.7

Diane Wright,
associate professor of Spanish

Diane Wright not only speaks Spanish, she has
designed a program to teach the language to
Grand Rapids city employees.

Information Technology
WGVU-AM/FMffV
Pew Campus Operations
Fieldhouse Management
Library Services

"It's meant for those who don't have a lot of
time," said Wright. " It only takes a couple
hours a week."
A Grand Valley instructor meets regularly with
the employees to help them learn the language
and Spanish customs .
Wright , who was born in Massachusetts and

raised in Muskegon,
loves to travel. She
and her husband have
been to Spain several
times and also to
Mexico and Portugal.
In 2001, she backpacked across Spain
with seven Grand
Valley students. "It
Diane Wright
took us about a month
to travel the 300 miles," Wright said.
Wright has two college-aged sons ; one attends
Grand Valley.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events

Mon., Dec. 1

Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

3-7 p.m.: Free AIDS testing. 108 Winter Hall,
Grand Rapids. Call x 17188 for more information .

Mon. Nov. 24

6-10 p.m.: World AIDS Day 2003 Observance.
Celebrating Our Community 's Fight Against
AIDS with "Artists Express AIDS" talent
showcase, and a broadcast of MTV's "World
AIDS Day from South Africa," with Nelson
Mandela. Loosemore Auditorium/ Hager
Lubbers Exhibition Hall , DEV. Call x12748
for more information.

2-3 p.m.: Women's Commission meeting. 161
KC. Call x12748 for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches

the the Minerals, Metals & Materials Society
Annual Meeting.

Geology faculty members Patrick M. Colgan
and Ginny Peterson and geology students were
interviewed by WXMI Channel 17 about using a
ground radar system to find lost graves in Blue
Lake Township for a community service project.
Colgan was also interviewed by the Muskegon
Chronicle about the project.

Simone Jonaitis, assistant dean of Continuing
Education, received the regional University
Continuing Education Association award for
Professional Continuing Educator. This competitive award is based on university-wide service,
colleagiality, leadership and creativity.

Sketches
Julie Keown-Bomar, visiting professor of sociology, gave a presentation, titled "Surviving and
Colliding: Issues of Gender and Generation for
Hmong-American Families ," at the University of
Wisconsin System Women's Studies Conference .
Liz Thompson , computer operations supervisor
for Administrative Computing, earned
Competent Toastmasters certification, the first
checkpoint in mastering effective communication and leadership skills. Other CMTs, who
belong to campus Toastmasters clubs, are
Martha Wilson and Sue Votsch.
Joel J. Orosz, distinguished professor of philanthropy, gave a lecture, titled "A Glimpse Over
the Horizon of Philanthropy," to the W.E.
Upjohn Society of the Kalamazoo Community
Foundation.
Paul Jorgensen, professor of computer science,
visited the Native American Religions class at
Kalamazoo College to show sides of his visits to
the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.
Veta Tucker , associate professor of English, was
appointed by Gov. Jennifer Granholm to serve
on the Michigan Freedom Trail Commission.
Established by the Legislature, the commission
documents, preserves and commemorates the
history of the Underground Railroad in
Michigan .
Prince Anyalebechi, assistant professor of engineering, authored and presented three papers at

Sports
Tues., Nov. 25
7 p.m.: Men's Basketball. Rochester College at
Grand Valley.

···----------------------

In the News

Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu.

8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU Jazz
Ensemble. PAC, LAT. Call x13484 for more
information.

Judy Palmer , director of Grand Forum,
received the regional University Continuing
Education Association award for Creative
Programs (noncredit).
Modem Languages and Literature faculty members Diane Wright and Fabio Espitia instituted
a program to teach Spanish to Grand Rapids city
employees.
Cliff Welch, associate professor of history, was
appointed to organize the first international film
festival competition for the Brazilian Studies
Association , which will hold its next congress in
June in Rio de Janeiro.
Toni Perrine, associate professor of communications, and Cliff Welch, associate professor of
history, were interviewed by Brazilian television
about their documentary on Brazilian youth soccer.
Mathematics faculty members David Coffey and
Akalu Tefera participated in the Math/Stat
Teacher Education: Assessment, Methods and
Strategies conference in Athens, Georgia.
Peter A. Taylor , assistant professor of communications , presented a paper, titled "Is Beauty
Liberal? Aesthetics as an Intersection of
Professiona Practices and Liberal Arts," at the
School of Visual Arts Conference on the
Educated Artist in New York .
Wilhelm W. Seeger , professor of Modem
Languages and Literatures, presented a program,
titled "Germania on the Grand: The German
American Heyday in Grand Rapids ," for the
Grand Rapids Historical Society at the Gerald R .
Ford Museum.

Cheryl Boudreaux , assistant professor of sociology, was elected president of the Michigan
Sociological Association at its annual meeting.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, gave a presentation on the
ecology of the Mona Lake and Spring Lake
watersheds at the Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology Seminar Series at Michigan State
University.
Library staff members Dawn Burnaby and Rita
Kohrman presented a poster session, titled
"Deselection of Education Materials: Creative
Solutions," at the Michigan Library Association
Conference in Lansing.
Marge Friar, instructor of mathematics , participated in the annual National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics Conference in Charleston, South
Carolina.
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics,
gave a keynote address, titled "Lines, Lines ,
Everywhere Lines," at the Mathematical
Association of America Michigan Section Upper
Peninsula Zonal Meeting, held at Northern
Michigan University.
Karen Heidenreich , assistant professor of mathematics, wrote an article, titled "Extensions of
Thickened Verma Modules of the Virasoro
Algebra," published in Journal of Algebra.
Mary C. Schutten, associate professor of movement science, conducted a workshop, "Does My
Child Need Physical Education?" for the
Allendale homeschool parent group. PED 401
students assisted her.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, was appointed to
serve a three-year term on the editorial board of
the Journal of Plankton Research, published by
the Oxford University Press.
John Schmit, assistant professor of communications, produced a documentary, titled" Power
From The People," which aired on Free Speech
TV, on the Dish Network.

